
3rd Grade Writing:
Notebooking and the Writing Process



The 5 Major Genres & Our Units

• During third grade, the students will write in the 
following genres:
• Narrative

• “Crafting True Stories”
• “Once Upon a Time – Adapting and Writing Fairy 

Tales”
• Informational

• “The Art of Information Writing
• Opinion Writing

• “Changing the World: Persuasive Speeches, Petitions 
& Editorials”

• “Baby Literary Essays”



The Do’s and Don’ts



What is the purpose of the 
writing notebook?

• Notebooks support grit-related work and habits 

• Share different notebook samples

• Taking a writer through the writing process:
• Brainstorming
• Drafting
• Revision
• Editing
• Publishing



The students are introduced 
to a mentor piece

• This piece will 
guide them through 
the writing process 
and help them 
know what is the 
expected goal or 
outcome of their 
writing: 



The students then “unpack” this mentor 
pieces using I Can Statements

• I can organize and structure my writing in a 
meaningful way

• I can write my story bit by bit
• I can write a beginning that helps the reader know 

who the characters are and what the setting is in my 
story

• I can write my story in order by using phrases such as 
a little later or after that

• I can choose the action, talk or feeling that would  
make a good ending and worked to write it well



A few more I Cans
• I can elaborate and use 

author’s craft in a 
meaningful way

• I can write to show 
what was happening to 
and inside my 
characters 

• I am writing not just to 
tell my story, I can write 
my story in a way that 
got readers to picture 
what was happening in 
my story to bring my 
story to life.



First, we brainstorm:
• We will use the “Crafting 

True Stories” Unit as an 
example:

• First, the students are 
introduced to the unit and 
given ideas to help them 
start generating ideas:
• “Think about people 

that are important to you 
and moments you’ve had 
with those people” 

• “Think about places that 
are important to you and 
moments at those 
places” 



After the students write a piece for their pre-assessment, they goal set 
based on a rubric which line up with the I Can statements:







Goal Setting



Then they move to drafting:



Then Revision & Editing 
Based on Goals

• The students move back and forth into their 
notebooks and out of their notebooks.



Then Finally….
• Publishing

• When 
students 
publish, they 
write in their 
neatest 
handwriting in 
pencil.  

• This piece is 
graded based 
on the same 
rubric so 
students can 
see growth.



Reflection
• Students have 

the chance to 
reflect based on 
teacher feedback 
and the same 
rubric that was 
used for their 
pre-assessment.  

• The students 
look at what they 
did well and what 
they still need to 
work on.

•



Now it’s your turn to try it 
out!

Time to Brainstorm!  

Make a list of people, 
places and things that 
are important to you 
and why.


